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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION WHITLAM 

1 . 1 CALLED ON OPPOSITON LEADER WHITLAM WITH MY POLCOUNS 
ON MAY 26. WHAT WAS SCHEDULED AS A COURTESY CALL TURNED 
INTO A LONG SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION. AFTER A PERIOD OF 
REMINISSENCE OVER LYNDON B. JOHNSON, WITH WHOM MR. WHITLAM 
REMAINS MUCH IMPRESSED PARTICULARLY OVER JOHNSON'S CONTRI- 
BUTIONS IN THE FIELD OF CIVIL RIGHTS, HIS PERSONAL QUALITIES 
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AND HIS ABILITY TO DEAL WITH CONGRESS, THE OPPOSITION LEADER 
WENT ON TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A) THERE WAS NO DIRECT MILITARY THREAT TO AUSTRALIA. 

ONLY THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA HAD THE CAPABILITY TO 
THREATEN AUSTRALIA AND NEITHER OF THEM HAD ANY REASON TO DO SO. 

B ) FOR THE FIRST TIME AS LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, 

WHITLAM COULD TELL THE AUSTRAIAN ELECTORATE THAT AUSTRALIA 
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WAS JUST AS IMPORTANT TO THE US AS THE US WAS TO AUSTRALIA 
WITHOUT FEAR OF POLITICIAL CONSEQUENCE. 

C) HE WELCOMED PRESIDENT CARTER'S INITIATIVES, PAR- 
TICULARLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND KOREA. WHITLAM HIMSELF 
HAD BROKEN MANY TIES WITH SOUTH AFRICA WHEN HE WAS IN 
OFFICE-SPORTING TIES WITH HIS REFUSAL TO PERMIT THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN RUGBY TEAM TO PALY IN AUSTRALIA OR EVEN TO 
TRANSIT AUSTRALIA ON ITS WAY TO NEW ZEALAND, AND OFFICIAL 
TIES BY REFUSING TO CONTINUE TO REPRESENT SOUTH AFRICA'S 
INTEREST IN INTERNATIONAL BOEIS. AS FOR KOREA, WHITLAM 
HAD REESTABLISHED RELATIONS WITH THE NORTH. AUSTRALIA WAS 
THE FIRST FORMERLY BELLIGERENT NATION TO DO SO. 

D) WHITLAM BELIEVED THAT AUSTRALIA COULD BEST SERVE 

THE ESTERN WORLD AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. HE NOTED THAT AUSTRALIA WAS SURROUNDED BY LDC'S, 
SHARED SOME OF THEIR DIFFICULTIES AND ASPIRATIONS, AND HAD 
A USEFUL ROLE TO PLAY. 

E) WHITLAM SAID THAT THE US SHOULD WATCH THE RIGHT- 
WING IN AUSTRALIA BECAUSE THEIR INTERESTS OFTEN FAILED 
TO COINCIDE WITH THOSE OF THE US. THEY HAD HELPED PUSH 
US INTO VIETNAM. THEY WERE NOW TRYING TO PUSH US INTO 
EVEN GREATER MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

F) WHITLAM SAID THAT I SHOULD BE CAREFUL NOT TO BE 
SEEN AS THE DIRECT REPRESENTATIVE OF US MULTI-NATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS. THIS COULD HAVE A BAD EFFECT IN AUSTRALIA 
AND ON MY STAY HERE AS IT HAD HAD A BAD EFFECT ON SOME 
PREVIOUS AMBASSADORS. 

G) WHITLAM PROPOSES TO VISIT WASHINGTON LATER THIS 
YEAR, PROBABLY IN DECEMBER OR JANUARY. HE SAID THAT HE 
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WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND I TOLD HIM 
I WOULD BE PLEASED TO MAKE AN EFFORT TO GET HIM AN APPOINT- 
MENT AFTER MR. WHITLAM FIRMS UP HIS SCHEDULE. 

H) WHITLAM EQUATED THE LIBERALS WITH THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY IN THE US AND HIS PARTY WITH THE DEOMOCRATIC PARTY. 

I) WHITLAM DID NOT MENTION ALLEGATIONS OF CIA ACTI- 
VITIES IN AUSTRALIA. 

2. MR. WHITLAM IS A DIRECT, POWERFUL, ARTICULATE, AND 
ATTRACTIVE LEADER. AT THIS STAGE, IT IS STILL NOT CERTAIN 
WHETHER HE WILL BE ABLE TO REMAIN AS OPPOSITON LEADER. 

HAVING MET THE MAN, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY WILL BE HARD PRESSED TO FIND A NEW LEADER AS KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLE AND FORCEFUL AS HE APPEARS TO BE. 

ALSTON 
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